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INTRODUCTION

Who is God?
The biblical portrayal of God is very simple:
God is love (1 John 4:8, 16). God is light (1 John 1:5).

As simple as these definite terms may appear, there are however some crucial
foundational concepts that must be explored and biblically understood before
these defining statements about God can be interpreted correctly and grasped
in their totality.

For instance, we need to understand what the Bible means when it says that
God is love. The Greek word used by Jesus, the apostle Paul and other New
Testament writers to describe and define God’s love was agape. This agape or
divine love as described by Paul in first Corinthians 13 is entirely selfless,
unconditional, self-sacrificing, and freedom-giving. It encompasses all
people: friends and even more amazingly, enemies. This is what is commonly
referred to as “the principle of the cross.”

In the famous passage found in 1 Corinthians 13, we get a glimpse of the
love that exists in the heart of God. This love is the law by which God rules the
universe, the law of agape love. In this passage we are shown that any works
the human mind can conceive in order to attain the highest level of spirituality
are worthless if agape love is not comprehended and lived out:

Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love,
I have become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. And though I have

the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge,
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and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, but have
not love, I am nothing. And though I bestow all my goods to feed the
poor, and though I give my body to be burned, but have not love, it profits
me nothing. Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does
not parade itself, is not puffed up; does not behave rudely, does not seek
its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil [’'DOES NOT KEEP RECORDS OF
WRONG,’ ACCORDING TO THE NEW GREEK-ENGLISH INTERLINEAR
NEW TESTAMENT] [THE ORIGINAL GREEK READS: ‘NOT IMPUTES THE
EVIL.” SOME VERSIONS READ: ‘KEEPS NO ACCOUNT OF EVIL’]; does not
rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; bears all things, believes all

things, hopes all things, endures all things (verses 1-7; emphasis added).

Any of man’s attainments, whether impressively grand on one hand, or
ordinary and humble on the other, are useless and of no positive consequence,

if they are found to be in conflict with God’s eternal principle of agape love:

Love never fails. But whether there are prophecies, they will fail; whether
there are tongues, they will cease; whether there is knowledge, it will
vanish away. For we know in part and we prophesy in part. But when
that which is perfect has come, then that which is in part will be done

away (8-10).

When the perfection of God’s agape love comes to be known, it will be
understood that His love never fails. In addition, our old erroneous ways

of thinking about God’s character and living thereby will be done away:

When [ was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, I thought
as a child; but when I became a man, I put away childish things. For now

we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part, but
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then I shall know just as I also am known (11, 12).

As children we had an immature understanding of God’s character of love. Our
behavior reflected all the childish things we were involved with because we
had an incorrect knowledge of God’s love. We become a man when we know
with certainty that the essence of God is love.

And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is
love (verse 13).

Faith and hope are certainly paramount in our lives. Without faith and hope,
no Christian can survive in his or her spiritual walk. But in the passage above
we are told that of all three, faith, hope, and love, love is the greatest. When
faith and hope appear to be extinct, agape love yet survives and transcends
all faithlessness and hopelessness, and is a beam of light that will never
be extinguished. Paul also confirms that love is the greatest of these in the
following verses:

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. Repay no one evil
for evil. Have regard for good things in the sight of all men. Do not be
overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. Owe no one anything
except to love one another, for he who loves another has fulfilled the law.
Love does no harm to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfillment of the

law (Romans 12:14, 17, 21; 13:8, 10).

As we study God’s agape love, we will realize that His love and human love
are worlds apart. It is extremely important that we understand all the facets

of divine love. One must also realize that agape love is the very essence of
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God, and not simply one of His many attributes. God possesses one supreme,

unimpeachable, impeccable essence, and that is agape love:

God is light and in Him there is no darkness at all (1 John 1:5).

In light there can be no darkness. Darkness is the lack of light. Light and
darkness cannot mix, they exist separately, and when light arrives darkness
disappears. The light of the sun never ceases. It is only blocked by particles of
opaque matter in the atmosphere. In the same manner, God’s light has never
ceased, it has only been blocked by deception. From the outset, therefore, it
must be unequivocally stated that the God of the universe cannot have any
mixture of light and darkness in any part of His being. In other words, God
cannot operate from any two antithetical principles. Observe carefully how
the following passages clearly pair the concepts of ‘darkness’ with ‘death,’
and ‘light’ with ‘life:’

The people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, [JESUS CHRIST],
and upon those who sat in the region and shadow of death [THE HUMAN
RACE] light [LIFE] has dawned (Matthew 4:16; emphasis added),

and

In Him [JESUS CHRIST] was life, and the life was the light of men (John
1:4; emphasis added).

Just as light and darkness cannot coexist within God’s essence of agape love,
likewise life and death cannot coexist and proceed from Him, for life is light,
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and death is darkness, and God is light in whom there is no darkness at all.

One of Jesus’ boldest statements declares that God is not the God of the dead,
but of the living (Matthew 22:32).What is Jesus really saying by such a categorical
statement? Is He saying that God has forsaken those who are dead, or is He
saying that God has no part in the principle that causes death?

We know that God has not forsaken the dead, for the Bible is filled with
promises that God cares deeply about the dead, and Jesus confirmed that
by raising many from death. If this is the case, then we may interpret the
statement God is not the God of the dead but of the living in a way that portrays
God as being the God of both the living and the dead. How so? Because life will
be given to all who have died on earth, for God is not a God of death, but of life.
That is positively good news indeed. Jesus made such a categorical statement

because all who have experienced death will be resurrected by Him:

But concerning the resurrection of the dead, have you not read what was
spoken to you by God, saying, ‘I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac,
and the God of Jacob?’ God is not the God of the dead, but of the living
(Matthew 22:31, 32).

For He is not the God of the dead but of the living, for all live to Him
(Luke 20:38).

The apostle Paul expounds this further in the following manner:

For since by man [THAT IS, ADAM] came death, by man [JESUS CHRIST]
also came the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, even so in
Christ all shall be made alive. But each one in his own order: Christ the
first fruits, afterward those who are Christ’s at His coming. ...The last
enemy that will be destroyed is death (1 Corinthians 15:21, 22, 23, 26;
emphasis added).

viii



The Bible tells us in fact, that even the wicked will be resurrected after the
millennium, further proving that God is not the God of the dead, but of
the living. Needless to say, the Bible also states that they will experience
annihilation, for they will, of their own choice, continue to reject God’s gift
of eternal life. The resurrection of the wicked proves that God gives life and
life only, and He does so even though they have chosen another god. They will
certainly experience annihilation because even to the last breath they have
chosen to live by the principles of the god of this world, who is the god of
destruction, thus refusing the principle of life.

As we study further we will see that the true God, He who made heaven and
earth, the sea and springs of water (Revelation 14:7), is the God of life, and He
operates only by the life-giving principle of agape love. He is not the God of
death and of the death-giving principle, which is Satan’s principle of good and
evil, the principle that was represented by the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil in the Garden of Eden. These two principles, agape and good and evil, are
the main subject of this book and will be explained in depth.

It is extremely important that we comprehend the significance of what Jesus
stated in the previous two verses from Luke and Matthew. By making such a
statement, He refuted and overturned the erroneous belief that God causes
death, while at the same time affirming with certainty that God is the giver of
life. God does not and cannot use the death principle. It is absolutely contrary
to His character and nature. Thus He is not the One responsible for the death
we all experience. Therefore, since He is not the God of the dead but the God
of the living, death is anathema to Him. This is made quite clear through
what the apostle Paul wrote in 1 Corinthiansi15:26: the last enemy that will be
destroyed is death. The Scriptures make it abundantly apparent that death is
an enemy of God because death is the ultimate evil, and as such death cannot
proceed from God.

The biblical reasoning behind this present work is drawn from this premise,
which is based on the bedrock principle manifested by the death of Jesus Christ
on the cross of Calvary — that He who died on the cross to give us life cannot
at the same time be the author of darkness, death and destruction.

Having made the above statements, and with a preliminary understanding
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of the biblical meaning of the words ‘light’ and ‘darkness’ we are compelled
to ask the following questions: have we truly grasped the depth of what is
involved in the war between light and darkness? Where did darkness originate?
Does God’s character, the sum total of His thoughts and actions, reflect any of
the works of darkness?

How is it that the majority of the religions of the world can believe in a God
whose character is comprised of just such a mixture of light and darkness?
Can God’s character possibly be comprised of two paradoxical and contrary
principles, which somehow become fused into a hybrid principle of love?

Furthermore, if God did indeed act in ways recognized as ‘darkness,’ that is,
in ways that involve not only natural death (if there is such a thing, for to God
all death is unnatural) but intentional killing, would we view these acts as not
being evil when rendered by God, accounting that God must transcend evil no
matter what He does? Should we not hold Him responsible and accountable
for these activities in the same way we hold each other accountable? Or, if
He did use such dark and punitive methods, would He do it for the ultimate
benefit of His creation? Does the type of reasoning behind the epitaph to the
German emperor Joseph II, “Kings are forced to do people harm so that good
may emerge,” explain why we think God does such evil? Would these works
of destruction be therefore unavoidable and excusable, for God knows what is
best for all concerned? Are we to accept these premises blindly and without
question? In fact, does God want us to accept anything blindly at all? Or would
He rather we used the intelligent faculties with which He created us to get at
the bottom of this paradox?

Many believe that the wicked will be destroyed by God’s wrath. It is
widely thought that wrathful anger against sin and ungodly sinners is an
inherent component of God’s love, and this wrath is classified as His righteous
indignation, His righteous anger. Is this true, and if so, could this darker
aspect of His character, that of wrathful anger, still be considered a part of
His love? We all agree that when the Bible says God is love, His love must apply
to godly people. What about the ungodly? Would God still be love if He were
to exercise wrath to the point of personally killing or having ungodly people

killed? Would God break his own injunction to love one’s enemies? Would God
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still be love if, in an effort to prevent evil from contaminating and affecting the
lives of the godly, He destroyed the wicked? Is the destruction of the ungodly
a consequence of God’s moral justice on sin and sinners, and if so, would it
not nullify what happened on the cross of Calvary?

The Bible leads us into an understanding of who is responsible for originat-
ing the death principle in the universe. The works of darkness are the fruit of
Lucifer’s kingdom, and his kingdom is represented by the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil (Genesis 2:9). In the course of this study it will be seen that it is
this being and his emissaries who undertake the execution of all the works of
darkness, not God.

When we come to understand that God operates solely from the principle
represented by the tree of life (Genesis 2:9), we will realize that the Bible
indisputably confirms this premise. Then the Bible will take on a new meaning
and will come alive. Through much fervent prayer, intense wrestling with
the scriptures and equally intense wrestling with God for answers, one will
irrefutably conclude that God has not, and will not have any part whatsoever
in such works of darkness.

God invites us to ask hard questions. He wants us to investigate these issues
so that the mind and intellect which He gave us may be satisfied. Thus, He
invites us to reason with Him: Come now, and let us reason together (Isaiah 1:18).
The promise is given that these hard questions will be answered: Ask and it
shall be given to you; seek and you shall find; knock and it shall be opened unto you
(Matthew 7:7).

Surely the thoughtful reader of the Bible must have asked some of these
questions as well. The question of whether God lives by standards other
than the ones He has set out for His creation must have crossed many a
mind. Unfortunately the majority of the religious world has blindly accepted
falsehood, and concluded that, when personally delivered by or brought about
under His directives, God’s so-called dark, punitive measures are not truly evil,
but simply another facet of His infinite, omniscient love. But such destructive
behavior would clearly be categorized as evil if done by human beings. God
does not deliver or order dark punitive measures. To believe contrary to this

is a false conception.
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God desires that the truth about Him be comprehended. In Jeremiah 9:23-24,
He says:

Thus says the Lord: “Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, Let not
the mighty man glory in his might, Nor let the rich man glory in his
riches; But let him who glories glory in this, That he understands and
knows Me, that I am the LORD, exercising lovingkindness, judgment,

and righteousness in the earth. For in these I delight.”

It would be wise for us to come to a proper understanding of God’s counsel
to humanity in the statement But let him who glories glory in this, that he
understands and knows Me. To understand and know God we need to go back
to the book of Genesis in order to clearly grasp what God meant when He told
Adam and Eve that the day they ate of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil
they would surely die (Genesis 2:17).

Did He mean to say that He would kill them? Or that He would remove
His life force from them, thus causing their death? Did He mean that He
would punish their disobedience with death? Or was He simply making known
to them the consequences of partaking of the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil, consequences which Satan himself would administer to them? All
the implications of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil must be clearly
understood by us. Once we know exactly what this tree represents we will know
without a shadow of a doubt that God never operates by its death principle,
even when in our flawed wisdom we think that circumstances would demand
him to use those principles.

The presence of the two trees in the Garden reveals the nature of God’s
character. One tree represented God’s principle of agape love and the other
Satan’s principle of good and evil. One may wonder how it is that the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil has any role in reflecting God’s character. It
does, in this sense: that by allowing Satan’s principle to be equally accessible

to Adam and Eve, existing side by side with His own principle, God reveals two
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aspects of His character that could be easily overlooked: one, that He provides
equal access, and two, that He always gives us freedom of choice.

God gave Satan equal access to Adam and Eve so that they could have the
freedom to choose whom they would obey and follow. God need not have
offered a choice; had He not, Adam and Eve would not have had the opportunity
to disobey God and obey Satan, and sin, along with its terrible consequences,
would never have entered the world. But it is not in God’s character and nature
to withhold freedom. Freedom is an inherent component of God’s love. The
fact that God gave equal accessibility to the adversary in respect to Adam and
Eve, additionally reveals God’s impartiality, even while faced by evil. This is
confirmed by the apostle Peter when he said: ‘In truth I perceive that God shows
no partiality’ (Acts 10:34).

In connection with divine wisdom, the impartiality of God is expounded
further by the apostle James:

Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show by good
conduct that his works are done in the meekness of wisdom. But if
you have bitter envy and self-seeking in your hearts, do not boast
and lie against the truth. This wisdom does not descend from above,
but is earthly, sensual, demonic. For where envy and self-seeking
exist, confusion and every evil thing are there. But the wisdom that
is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of
mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy (James
3:13-17).

The foremost criterion in divine wisdom is that it is first pure, single, without
mixture. This means that in divine wisdom there is no synthesis of any two
conflicting, or antithetical principles. This is represented by the tree of life,
which represents the single principle of agape love. Those who possess this
pure divine wisdom show no partiality in all their activities, even in respect to

enemies. The conduct of all human beings reveals whether they are utilizing
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God’s single, pure principle of agape love, or whether they are operating by
the dual, demonic principle of good and evil.

In the Garden, God did reveal that the wisdom that is from above is first
pure. The tree of life principle represents God’s character and is first pure,
which means that it has no mixture or contamination of the death principle.
God is light and in Him is no darkness at all. Therefore, God’s principle is not
self-seeking, but is willing to yield and is without partiality.

Because God is impartial, He gave Satan equal access to Adam and Eve
through his principle represented by the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil. Because Satan’s principle is a mixture of good and evil, it is not a pure
principle.

The tree that represented Satan’s principle was not inherently flawed, for

God did not create anything imperfect in His original creative work:

Then God saw everything that He had made, and indeed it was very good
(Genesis 1:31).

The two literal trees served only as representations of the two antithetical
principles, God’s agape love, and Satan’s principle of good and evil. Not only
did the presence of the serpent in the tree make it a vessel of death, but the
principle that the serpent was proposing to the couple was itself a deadly
principle. As previously mentioned, it was by the presence of the two trees
in the Garden that Adam and Eve were given the freedom to choose to obey
either God’s or Satan’s principle.

Tragically for God, for us, and for the whole universe, they chose Satan’s
dual principle of good and evil. Since that one fateful choice, we are all born
into this mindset, and that is all we know. It is not surprising therefore that
we mistakenly make God into one such as ourselves. Our perception of God
does not change who He really is, but it does affect our relationship to Him,
as it affected Adam and Eve’s. The purpose of this book is to help us see that
all of God’s activities are governed only by the single principle represented
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by the tree of life. Under no circumstances whatsoever does God ever utilize
Satan’s death principle from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. The two
trees enable us to see and to know without question that the embodiment of
the death principle can originate only from Satan’s rule of law, because God’s
rule of law is represented by the tree of life.

The Bible further makes it crystal clear that God’s principles are represented
by the tree of life and not by the tree of death, for in the renewed earth, as
depicted in the book of Revelation, there is no mention of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil; it will cease to exist, as will death. In the new
earth there will be only the tree of life, from which the healing of the nations
will come. If God operated in any way from the principle that the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil represented, then the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil would also exist throughout eternity, because good and evil would be
in God Himself. As such, it would be an eternal principle, as God is eternal. The
tree of life is a symbol of God’s life-giving power, the principle of unconditional
love, the only eternal principle. It is this life-force, this infinite love which
will heal the nations and give us eternal life.

The study of the Bible reveals that, tragically, all darkness was introduced
in the universe and in the world by the angel called Lucifer, who, ironically,
was also named the ‘son of the morning.” Meaning literally ‘day star’ or ‘light
bearer,” Lucifer was one of the two covering cherubs in the throne room of God
(Isaiah 14:12, Ezekiel 28:14). After iniquity was found in him (Ezekiel 28:15),
the next time he surfaces in the biblical account is in the book of Genesis as
the ‘cunning’ Serpent, seducing Eve to eat the fruit of the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil.

An in-depth study of the iniquity found in Lucifer will reveal that this tree
embodies all of Satan’s principles and laws with which he hoped to replace
the eternal law of God. Death itself is the ultimate outcome of eating from this
tree, as declared by God Himself. Further study of these issues shows that God
had no part whatsoever in the introduction, administration, or the eventual
effects of Satan’s law symbolized by the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
Not even in the slightest way does God utilize the rule of law represented by

this tree.
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Were God to take part in any so-called works of darkness, He would then be
the rightful author of all the deadly ramifications from the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil. These would be logically attributed to Him, as they presently
are, but were that the case, God would cease to be the God of agape love.
Without understanding this incontrovertible fact, we have attributed, and
will continue to attribute to God a character which operates by the principles
of good and evil and not agape, and will believe that He governs the universe
by the dual, or hybrid rule of law of good and evil.

The final questions we must ask ourselves are these: if good and evil and
agape are two antithetical principles, could they possibly co-exist in the one
true God of the universe? And if they are not two irreconcilable and antithetical
principles, then are they just different attributes of the God of love? Failing
to arrive at the correct answer to these two questions will certainly result
in Satan, rather than God, being worshipped, for we will be worshiping the
Creator only in name but not in character; not in spirit and in truth.

These questions are being asked in utmost sincerity, profound humility
and with a deep-rooted desire for answers about this God that we all worship.
Whether we realize it or not, we all possess an insatiable hunger and thirst for
God. We, who profess to believe in Him, all worship our God with the deepest of
devotion, even if in different ways. All religions have ardent followers of God
under their respective religious paradigms. Even atheists have an emptiness
that can be filled only by God. However, it must be stressed that this book has
no intention whatsoever, whatever the circumstances, of challenging anyone’s
beliefs in a negative way. All arguments here are simply and passionately
presented from the Bible, and the conclusions arrived sincerely propose a
radically different view of God and religion, with a view to opening our eyes to
the love and loveliness of our Creator and Redeemer.

The bedrock foundation for these conclusions is based on what transpired
on the cross when Jesus Christ died for the sins of the entire human race. As
the head and the cornerstone of the church, Jesus is the ultimate and final
authority on biblical truth, and He and no one else should be the focus of all
our studies.

These findings are confirmed when the Bible is interpreted with the cross
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principle as the sole foundation of biblical interpretation. All Christians agree
that Jesus is the central theme of the Bible from Genesis to Revelation. Why
should not the Bible be interpreted using the principles derived from Jesus’
greatest work, His death on the cross? For a sincere understanding of God’s
character, the principle of the cross, and no other, should be utilized in biblical
interpretation. Whenever God is portrayed in the Bible as doing Satan’s work
of death and destruction, we must turn to the principle of the cross, agape

love, for a true understanding of the situation in question:

To the law and to the testimony! If they do not speak according to this
word, it is because there is no light in them (Isaiah 8:20).

The law is God’s law of agape love as commanded by the one true God of the

universe. Deuteronomy 6:5 and Leviticus 19:18 respectively state:

You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul,

and with all your strength,

and,

You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge against the children
of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the
LORD.

In the New Testament, Jesus confirmed the law of love:
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Then one of them, a lawyer, asked Him a question, testing Him, and
saying, “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?” Jesus
said to him, ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the first and great
commandment. And the second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor
as yourself.” On these two commandments hang all the law and the
prophets” (Matthew 22:35-40).

Paul also states:

Love does no harm to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfillment of the
law (Romans 13:10).

For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even this: “You shall love your
neighbor as yourself” (Galatians 5:14).

The testimony spoken of in Isaiah 8:20 is the testimony of Jesus Christ
regarding the character of God. Revelation 12:17 declares that these two, the
law and testimony of Jesus Christ, will bring the wrath of Satan upon the
church, that is, upon those who have the two:

And the dragon was enraged with the woman, and he went to make war
with the rest of her offspring, who keep the commandments of God and
have the testimony of Jesus Christ.

The testimony of Jesus Christ is none other than His revelation of God’s
character, for only Jesus Christ had the full knowledge of God’s character.

This knowledge was expressed in His life and death.
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John the Baptist gives this testimony about Jesus Christ, confirming His

ultimate and sole authority by the heavenly credentials that only He held:

He who comes from above is above all; he who is of the earth is earthly
and speaks of the earth. He who comes from heaven is above all. And
what He has seen and heard, that He testifies; and no one receives His
testimony. He who has received His testimony has certified that God is
true. For He whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for God does
not give the Spirit by measure. The Father loves the Son, and has given
all things into His hand. He who believes in the Son has everlasting life;
and he who does not believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of
God abides on him (John 3:31-36).

The apostle Paul, likewise, used no other authority but that which was revealed
and given to him by Jesus Christ:

And I, brethren, when I came to you, did not come with excellence
of speech or of wisdom declaring to you the testimony of God. For I
determined not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and

Him crucified (1 Corinthians 2:1-2).

For the most part, our worship of God has regrettably been based on a mistaken,
incorrect and untrue knowledge of Him. For the most part, our worship of
God has remained a worship based on the knowledge given to us by the old
covenant, from which God is calling us to come out. This is shown to us in
the book of Hebrews, where God promises to put His law of agape love in our
hearts, the promise of a new covenant:
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“Behold, the days are coming,” says the LORD, “when I will make a new
covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah — not
according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day when
I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt; because
they did not continue in My covenant, and I disregarded them, says the
LORD. For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel
after those days, says the LORD: I will put My laws in their mind and
write them on their hearts; and [ will be their God, and they shall be My
people. None of them shall teach his neighbor, and none his brother,
saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for all shall know Me, from the least of them
to the greatest of them. For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness,
and their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more.” In that
He says, “A new covenant,” He has made the first obsolete. Now what is
becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to banish away (Hebrews
8:8-13).

Humanity’s initial flawed knowledge of God’s character and law of agape love
has become obsolete, as the verse says: He has made the first obsolete. Now
what is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to vanish away.

When this is accomplished we will be enormously blessed with such an in-
tense love, respect and appreciation for God that all our energy and passion will
glorify Him. When this transformation takes place in us, we will vindicate His
character of pure, unalloyed agape love. Even though such a transformation
appears to be a formidable endeavor, God’s grace is sufficient for the task of
vindicating His character and increasing our love and appreciation for Him
even more.

The answer to the question, Who is this one and only Creator God of the
universe that most of humanity wants to know and worship ‘in spirit and in
truth?’ may be attained as we behold this our God in the immaculateness
of His essence of agape love as was demonstrated on the cross. Only there
will His character be apprehended in its pristine purity. Any contamination

or even a minuscule tainting of the immaculate purity of His character will
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unequivocally defile the human mind, and the result will be a devastating
reaping of desolation and chaos. One may argue that even though our
perceptions may be tainted, we cannot actually taint or contaminate God’s
character by such perceptions. Nonetheless, by hanging on to our erroneous
beliefs, we are still defaming His character, and this will cease only when our
minds are cleansed from Satan’s lies.

There is a God-created void in the human heart that can be filled only by
God Himself. Yet the true knowledge about this one and only Creator God of
the universe that is needed to enable us to worship Him in spirit and truth
is sadly and painfully lacking. Our thinking that God is a Creator as well as a
Destroyer is a misconception that has resulted in our worshiping Him with a
sense of dread. When we do not know Him as He should be known, we worship
Him only from fear of the consequences of not worshiping Him, a fear that
may not even be acknowledged at the conscious level.

John’s statement that perfect love casts out fear becomes pregnant with
meaning when we behold Jesus dying on the cross, demonstrating His perfect
agape love for all of us:

There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear
involves torment. But he who fears has not been made perfect in love (1
John 4:18).

This love was poured on us even, as Paul mentions, while we were still sinners:

But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were
still sinners, Christ died for us (Romans 5:8).

As we apprehend fully the significance of the amazing unconditional love

He demonstrated for us on the cross, we will no longer fear this God, and
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we will then begin to worship Him in spirit and in truth. One may ask, ‘Will
anyone ever fully comprehend God’s love?’ The answer is yes, to the extent
that a human mind is capable of understanding the infinite God in the earthly

sphere.:

For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
from whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named, that He
would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened
with might through His Spirit in the inner man, that Christ may dwell
in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in
love, may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the width
and length and depth and height — to know the love of Christ which
passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness of God
(Ephesians 3:14-19; emphasis added).

And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evan-
gelists, and some pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints
for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, till we
all come to the unity of the faith and the knowledge of the Son of God,
to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ
(Ephesians 4:11-13).

The tainting of the purity of God’s agape love with attributes of vengeance
and retribution results in the human mind being defiled with confusion and
chaos. The previously quoted text from Isaiah 8, which says to the law and to
the testimony, goes on to describe the desolation that will come to the human
spirit due to an incorrect understanding of God, and describes what happens
if we are derailed in our knowledge of God’s character.Without a knowledge of
His true character we will be driven into utter darkness:
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To the law and to the testimony! If they do not speak according to this
word, it is because there is no light in them. They will pass through it
hard-pressed and hungry; and it shall happen, when they are hungry,
that they will be enraged and curse their King and their God, and look
upward. Then they will look to the earth, and see trouble and darkness,
gloom of anguish; and they will be driven into darkness (Isaiah 8:20-22).

We will be driven into darkness because we believe in a God capable of
causing such destruction, and we will curse our King and our God, for we
will mistakenly think that He is the One responsible for these things.

Absolutely and unquestionably, there is a God of the universe. Absolutely
and unquestionably, God has an antagonist and an adversary. Failure to un-
derstand these basic facts will undoubtedly result in a catastrophic deception
that would cause us to inadvertently worship the wrong god.

No one will ever want to intentionally worship the wrong God. However, all
of us who profess to be followers of God, and who under our varied religious
convictions and affiliations believe that He is a destroyer, worship the wrong
God. The entire human race has been duped into worshipping a god other
than the one they believe they are worshipping when they believe that God is a
destroyer. We are told in Revelation 12: 9 that Satan deceives the whole world.
The ‘whole’ world includes all who have believed in a dual personality God,
and that must surely include Christians as well. Humanity is worshipping the
wrong god because it fails to know the character of the true God.

This may be extremely difficult to believe and accept, but sadly it is a reality.
The adversary’s mendacity is so ingeniously crafted, that without the cross
principle, it would be impossible to discern the deception. Jesus told us that
false Christs and false prophets will rise and show great signs and wonders to
deceive, if possible, even the elect (Matthew 24:24).

Before we think that we are above falling for any such trickery, let us
not forget that one third of the angels, pure, super-intelligent beings, were
deceived by Satan’s seemingly logical principle, along with Adam and Eve, our

pristine parents, freshly created with superior intelligence in the image of
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God.

God has provided the only way by which Satan will never be able to deceive
us. If we look at Jesus Christ and His cross principle of unconditional, self-
sacrificing love by which He took upon Himself all the fall-out for sin, we
cannot be deceived by Satan’s lies. The lies are ingenious because they are
flawlessly presented and make complete logical and intellectual sense to the
human mind. Without the divine wisdom that was given to us at the cross, it
would have been impossible to penetrate this almost impenetrable lie.

God has chosen us to reveal His true character to the world. It is under our

feet that Satan’s head will be crushed:

And the God of peace will crush Satan under your feet shortly (Romans

16:20).

Ephesians 3:10 states our role in this ongoing controversy between God and

Satan:

To the intent that now the manifold wisdom of God might be made
known by the church to the principalities and powers in the heavenly
places, according to the eternal purpose which He accomplished in Christ
Jesus our Lord, in whom we have boldness and access with confidence
through faith in Him (emphasis added).

Finally, there is a universal and timeless law in existence which states that
whatever we behold will impact our thinking and our lives. The principle that
by beholding we become changed is a known fact and is biblically proven; what

we behold will undoubtedly materialize in our lives:
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But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the
Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory,
just as by the spirit of the Lord (2 Corinthians 3:18).

For all people walk each in the name of his god, But we will walk in the
name of the LORD our God forever and ever (Micah 4:5).

Our worldview is the result of that which we contemplate and behold, and
our objective reality will impact our thinking and living either for weal or
woe. How we perceive the character of the God we worship will undoubtedly
affect our reaction to the very essence of Jesus’ teaching, and will impact our
inter-relationships in every facet of life. This is where ‘the rubber meets the

road’ in Christianity:

A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have
loved you, that you also love one another. By this all will know that you
are my disciples, if you have love for one another (John 13:34, 35).

According to Jesus, the greatest revelation of loving one another is manifested
when we fulfill the most profound directive given to Him by God:

You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate
your enemy.’ But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse
you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use
you and persecute you, that you may be sons of your Father in heaven;
for He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain
on the just and on the unjust. For if you love those who love you, what
reward have you? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? And if

you greet your brethren only, what do you do more than others? Do not
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even the tax collectors do so? Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your
Father in heaven is perfect (Matthew 5:43-48).
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LUCIFER AND THE WAR IN HEAVEN

You were perfect in your ways from the day you were created, Till iniquity
was found in you (Ezekiel 28:15).

rom eternity past God ruled the universe with the law that emanates

from the very essence of His being: the law of agape love. Holy angels

and other created beings lived by this law without even thinking that
they were doing so, for they had never known anything contrary to the joyous,
happy and harmonious state- of-being they enjoyed under God’s law of agape
love. Their relationship with God was one of loving devotion, in which there
was absolutely no fear.

The word “Lucifer” means “the daystar.” Lucifer was also called “the son
of the morning” (Isaiah 14:12). The Biblical record of this being indicates that
before iniquity was found in him, he was filled with light. The description of
Lucifer depicts a creature of astounding intellect, beauty and power. Ezekiel
says of him:
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You were in Eden, the garden of God; every precious stone was your
covering: the sardis, topaz, and diamond, Beryl, onyx, and jasper,
Sapphire, turquoise, and emerald with gold. The workmanship of your
timbrels and pipes Was prepared for you on the day you were created.
You were the anointed cherub who covers; I established you; You were
on the holy mountain of God; You walked back and forth in the midst
of fiery stones. You were perfect in your ways from the day you were
created, Till iniquity was found in you (Ezekiel 28:13-15)

The Cherubim

As an anointed cherub who covers, Lucifer held the closest position to God, a
position shared by only one other, the prince and archangel Michael. In the
earthly sanctuary, the covering cherubs were placed in the most holy place,
the Holy of Holies. They covered the ark of the testament, which contained
the tablets of the Ten Commandments, God’s law of agape love.

As a shadow of things to come (Hebrews 10:1), and as representations of
heavenly things (Hebrews 8:5), the earthly sanctuary was a symbol of the
heavenly throne room of God, of His character and of His governing principles
which are embodied in the law of agape love.

Lucifer was put in the holy height of God by God Himself: I established
you. God Himself had placed Lucifer into His own bosom, giving him the
most privileged position in the heavenly throne room along with only One
other, and in His presence Lucifer was intimately acquainted with His law of
unconditional love. As a covering cherub he was in fact a guardian of the law
of God.



LUCIFER AND THE WAR IN HEAVEN

Lucifer Used To Live By God’s Law Of Love

Love is God’s very essence, His perfect character. Love is God’s benchmark,
His singular principle for the governance of every aspect of life. Agape love is
the governing law that God utilizes even in the most infinitesimal events in
the universe. It was with this perfect rule of love that Lucifer was created and
this was the governing principle that initially ruled his character: You were
perfect in your ways from the day you were created. This perfection that the Bible
attributes to Lucifer means that he was in total harmony with God’s supreme
law of love from the beginning of his life. Thus from the day he was created,
he fully believed, supported and promoted this eternal principle of love that
God used for the running of the universe. What happened next is found in
Ezekiel 28:15-17:

You were perfect in your ways from the day you were created, Till iniquity
was found in you. By the abundance of your trading You became filled
with violence within, And you sinned; Therefore I cast you as profane
thing Out of the mountain of God; And I destroyed you, O covering cherub,
From the midst of the fiery stones. Your heart was lifted up because of

your beauty; You corrupted your wisdom for the sake of your splendor.

When Iniquity Was Found In Lucifer

Ezekiel tells us that sin originated with Lucifer when iniquity was found in
him. It is imperative that we comprehend this statement from Ezekiel 28: 15:
You were perfect in your ways from the day you were created, till iniquity was found
in you.

This verse clearly informs us that whatever iniquity was, it was found in
Lucifer. It was first ‘within’ him. The genesis of iniquity in God’s universe

originated in the mind of Lucifer first as a thought. Initially, iniquity did
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not demonstrate itself in any external empirical acts, thus revealing its
depravity. All the actions that followed Lucifer’s thoughts were sinful evil
acts, but the iniquity that was found in him was first of all in his mind. The
subsequent evil acts that took place were reactions to what had first begun in
his thought processes and were the physical manifestation of those thoughts.
The principle that one’s thoughts precede and predict one’s actions is laid out
in Proverbs 23:7: For as he thinks in his heart, so is he. Jesus also confirmed this

fact when He said that even lusting in one’s heart was considered adultery

“You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not commit
adultery.” But I say to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her
has already committed adultery with her in his heart (Matthew 5:27-28).

First and foremost, Lucifer cognitively deviated from the mind of God.
Any concept that is contrary to agape love is in opposition to God and is
irreconcilable to Him. Any deviation in the least particular from the eternal
principle of God’s agape love as the rule of law for the universe is utterly
iniquitous. Therefore it was not some benign thought that Lucifer was
harboring as he turned away from God’s agape love. On the contrary, what he
was contemplating was malignant and malevolent because the law he began to
devise and which was later represented by the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil was radically antithetical to God’s agape love. The cross of Jesus reveals
the height and depth of the evil that originated in the mind of Lucifer. His rule
of law created havoc on planet earth and in the universe, and the cross is the

ultimate confirmation of this fact.
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Lucifer Rejected God’s Very Essence, And Violence Was
Introduced

The iniquity that was found in Lucifer was in effect the rejection of the very
essence of God, and the law which God used for the governance of the universe.
The essence of God is His nature which is His agape love. God’s law is love.
Lucifer sinned by rejecting God’s love as the rule of law for the universe and by
introducing a principle of arbitrary reward and arbitrary punishment which
we shall refer to often as the principle of good and evil. This principle or law is
responsible for all the death and destruction that planet earth has experienced.
The law Lucifer devised, and which came to be represented by the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil in the Garden of Eden, will be fully discussed in the

next chapter.

The Difference Between Satan’s Principle And God's
Principle

The difference between God’s principle of agape and Satan’s principle of good
and evil can be best understood through a comparison between Jesus’ directive
that we love our enemies, and the eye for an eye and tooth for a tooth law
of the Old Testament. Lucifer’s law was arbitrary in that it proposed that all
evil must be punished and all good must be rewarded. He clearly saw his new
rule of law as a superior and more functional alternative to God’s method for
governance. Lucifer could not fathom how God’s apparently permissive law of
agape love could be successful in eradicating evil. To his new twisted mindset,
God’s law of agape love was ineffectual, dysfunctional, and utterly foolish.

The Bible tells us that God’s law of love is nonsensical to us who live under
the destructive power of the principle of good and evil. Take the following
passage from 1 Corinthians, for instance:

For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but
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to us who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written: “I will
destroy the wisdom of the wise, and bring to nothing the understanding
of the prudent.” Where is the wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the
disputer of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of this world?
For since, in the wisdom of God, the world through wisdom did not know
God, it pleased God through the foolishness of the message preached to
save those who believe (1 Corinthians 1:18-21).

For the message of the cross — Jesus’ demonstration of God’s law of love in
giving His own life for the world — is foolishness to those who are perishing.

Who are those who are perishing? They are those who think and operate by
Lucifer’s arbitrary law of death and destruction. We must understand that it
is not God who is making them perish; they are perishing because they adhere
to the self-destructive principle of arbitrary reward and punishment. But to
us who are being saved — to us who are letting go of Lucifer’s law of arbitrary
reward and punishment — it is the power of God — the power of God’s agape
love in our inner hearts. For it is written: ‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
and bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent.’

The ultimate spiritual supremacy of God’s principle of love will destroy the
so-called wisdom of the wise, because the wisdom of the wise is nothing but
the principle of good and evil, which is a devilish wisdom. The wisdom of God
will bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent. Paul is saying that
what appears to make sense to us is not necessarily the wisdom of God, and if
we do not take heed, we, the so called prudent, may find ourselves believing
and living by Satan’s principle of good and evil.

Where is the wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the disputer of this age? Has
not God made foolish the wisdom of this world? For since, in the wisdom of God
— in the wisdom of His law of love — the world through wisdom — that is,
through Lucifer’s wisdom, a wisdom according to his law of good and evil —
did not know God — it is impossible to know God if one believes and lives by the
principle of good and evil — it pleased God through the foolishness of the message
preached, that is, the unconditional grace and agape love of God as shown by
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the cross — to save those who believe — to save those who believe in God’s law
of love. In other words, to save them from the condemnation and destruction

that is inherent in Satan’s law of good and evil.

Lucifer’s Law Is Based On Merit, And God’s Law Is
Unconditional

In Satan’s law of good and evil the worth of an individual is based solely on
merit and focuses on outward behavior. By contrast, in God’s law of agape love
a person is accepted and loved unconditionally in spite of whatever utterly
depraved condition he or she may be in. In addition, it focuses on a heart
relationship rather than on mere external conduct. To God, our intrinsic value
lies in the fact that we are His children. Thus He unconditionally accepts us
regardless of our performance. His unconditional acceptance is also the grace
that uplifts us. Lucifer lost sight of his own worth in God’s eyes due to his own
law of good and evil, and thus he became self-condemned.

Those who regard worthless idols Forsake their own mercy (Jonah 2:8).
The King James Version states:
They that observe lying vanities forsake their own mercy.

Lying vanities are the falsehoods taught by Satan through false doctrines. His
lies steer the human soul away from the salvation that is inherent in God’s
principle of unconditional love, and it is thus that they that observe lying vanities
forsake their own mercy. InJeremiah 8:19, the word ‘vanities’ is clearly tied in
with falsehood as well, again, in the KJV:

Behold the voice of the cry of the daughter of my people because of them
that dwell in a far country: Is not the Lord in Zion? Is not her king in her?

Why have they provoked me to anger with their graven images, and with
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strange vanities (Jeremiah 8:19)?

The basic problem with the worship of graven images is that they teach strange
vanities in regard to the character of God. More specifically, the god taught
by graven images is a god who does not have a character of love, but rather, a
character of good and evil. These gods require sacrifice, bestow punishment,
and have no regard for humanity.

When we are admonished not to take the Lord’s name in vain in the third
commandment, we are also told that the Lord will not hold him guiltless who
takes His name in vain (Exodus 20:7). Anyone who believes in lying vanities
regarding God cannot have their guilt removed, for they are condemned by
the inherent condemnation present in the principle of good and evil. Once we
believe Jesus’ message from the Father, our guilt is removed by the knowledge

of our unconditional acceptance by God because of His agape love.

God'’s Law Of Unconditional Love

In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus explained the differences between God’s
law of agape love and the law of good and evil. He did so in no uncertain terms
and in the most simple and lucid way, which only One who had the ultimate
authority could do:

You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate

your enemy.’ ‘But I say to you, love your enemies’ (Matthew 5:43).

Please note how the apostle Paul confirms Jesus’ law of love. As a lawyer of
the Torah, he does it in a more legal way, but in essence he is saying the same
thing that Jesus said:
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Now to him who works, the wages are not counted as grace but as debt.
But to him who does not work but believes on Him who justifies the

ungodly, his faith is accounted for righteousness (Romans 4:4, 5).

Justifying the ungodly and loving one’s enemies amount to the same thing.
God, in His agape love, justifies the ungodly. Satan, through the principle of

good and evil, condemns and punishes the ungodly.

Satan’s Law Brought Violence And Death Into The
Universe

Because Lucifer’s principle uses arbitrary reward and arbitrary punishment
as behavioral motivators, violence and death came into the universe through
this law. In agape love there is no violence or death. Violence and death, in its
wider, all-encompassing application, is iniquity; therefore Lucifer’s rule of
law was iniquitous. In its broad application, sin, the antithetical principle to
God’s agape love, when fully accepted and executed, incorporates violence that
leads to death. To put it simply, iniquity equals good and evil, causes violence
and death, and is contrary to God’s agape love. This was the iniquity that was

found in Lucifer and his rule of law.

Lucifer Rejected God’s Law Of Agape Love And
Introduced The Law Of Good And Evil

I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will
also sit on the mount of the congregation On the farthest sides of the north; I
will ascend above the heights of the clouds, [ will be like the Most High (Isaiah
14:13-14).

When Lucifer said in his heart that he would ascend above all and be like

the Most High, it was the first time ever in the universe that a sinless being
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rebelled against God’s indivisible law of love. Lucifer devised a method of
governance which he hoped would not only rival but surpass God’s law of
agape love, and he went about promoting his law to the rest of the intelligent
beings in the universe. His highest ambition was to sit on the mount of the
congregation (Isaiah 14:13) and be worshipped. What in effect that meant was
that he wanted to eventually rule the universe, the congregation, by his own
rule of law. This was the foundational reason for his rebellion, and the law he

devised was a divisible, hybrid law, the law of good and evil.

God Gave Lucifer The Freedom To Develop His New Law

As we have already seen, Lucifer’s law germinated in his mind and in his
mind only, and in its embryonic stage his turning away from God began in
the form of a questioning thought, which in the course of time developed into
full-blown rebellion. In order for him to be able to translate his thoughts into
practical actions, he needed freedom, which he amply had under God’s law
of agape love. The law he was beginning to devise was antithetical to God’s
unitary, unmixed, indivisible law of unconditional love, which had governed
the universe from eternity past.

The consequences of Lucifer’s rebellion against God’s rule of law were of
a character that had until then been unknown in the universe, and were in
fact unknown to Lucifer himself. God warned him of these consequences and
tried to dissuade him from proceeding in his dangerous, disastrous path. The
immediate result of introducing this hybrid rule of law of good and evil was
that Lucifer himself acquired and developed a character that was a hybrid.
With a hybrid law and a hybrid character, which was a reflection of his own
law, he became solely responsible for the introduction of the death principle
into the universe, thus founding the kingdom of darkness, the kingdom of the
shadow of death. It was to save us from the consequences of the principles of
this kingdom that Jesus, the great light, came to earth:
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“The people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and upon those
who sat in the region and shadow of death Light has dawned” (Matthew
4:16).

Lucifer Lied About God’s Character And Law

Prior to the introduction of Lucifer’s principle in the transcendent sphere, all
intelligent beings lived by God’s supreme rule of law. In reality, God’s law
was nothing but a reflection of His character of love. As Lucifer presented his
own law to the heavenly beings, he concurrently taught them lies about God’s
character and about His supreme law for the governance of the universe.

Now the universe was confronted with a law that was antithetical to God’s
law. After being exposed to Lucifer’s new law, one third of the angels accepted
him as their leader, and so he became their teacher. It is sobering to ponder
that what Lucifer presented to the angels was so overwhelmingly convincing
that one third of the angels accepted his rule of law and considered it superior
to God’s law of love:

And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great, fiery red dragon
having seven heads and ten horns, and seven diadems on his heads.
His tail drew a third of the stars of heaven and threw them to the earth
(Revelation 12:3, 4a).

As he severed all dependence upon God and His law, Lucifer independently es-
tablished his own law for the administration of the universe, thus positioning

himself, so he claimed, as an autonomous being, and superior to God:

For you have said in your heart: ‘I will ascend into heaven, [ will exalt
my throne above the stars of God; I will also sit on the mount of the

congregation On the farthest side of the north (Isaiah 14: 13, 14).
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Satan’s Law Of Good And Evil Is A Hybrid

The law Lucifer devised was intrinsically antithetical to God’s unitary, un-
mixed, indivisible law of unconditional agape love, which had governed the
universe from eternity past. The hybrid rule of law he introduced resulted
in his (and subsequently the angels that followed him, as well as the human
race) acquiring and developing a dual character. Acquiring a dual character
of good and evil was the foundational and inevitable consequence of Lucifer’s
rebellion against God’s rule of law. With his hybrid law and consequent hybrid
character reflecting his hybrid law, he is solely responsible for introducing
the death principle in the universe, the results of which are all of the works of
darkness.

Lucifer Becomes Satan

After his rebellion, as his character came to reflect his own law, Lucifer became
the devil, Satan, which means the adversary and accuser of God.He then
became the first false god in the universe, and the Bible refers to him by many
different names besides ‘Satan’ and ‘the Devil.’

According to Jesus, he is the prince of this world and he holds the power of

darkness:

Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be
cast out (John 12:31; emphasis added).

When I was with you daily in the temple, you did not try to seize Me.
But this is your hour, and the power of darkness (Luke 22:53; emphasis
added),

The apostle Paul also calls him the power of darkness as well as the god of this
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age:

He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into
the kingdom of the Son of His love (Colossians 1:13; emphasis added).

... whose minds the god of this age has blinded, who do not believe, lest
the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God,
should shine on them (2 Corinthians 4:4; emphasis added).

In the book of Revelation chapter 12:9, the serpent, also known as the dragon,
isidentified as that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan. In the Greek language
the words for dragon, serpent, Devil, and Satan, are respectively, “drakon [a
fabulous kind of serpent, (perhaps as supposed to fascinate)],” “ophis [related
to optonomai optomai (to gaze, that is, with eyes wide open as at something
remarkable) (thorough the idea of sharpness of vision) a snake, figuratively (as
a type of sly cunning) an artful malicious person, especially Satan-serpent],”
“diabolos [a traducer, specifically Satan, false accuser, slanderer], and satanas
[the accuser],” (Strong’s Concordance).

The War In Heaven

The results of the schism between God and Lucifer are reported in the book of

Revelation 12:7-9 in the following way:

And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought with the
dragon; and the dragon and his angels fought, but they did not prevail,
norwas a place found for them in heaven any longer. So the great dragon
was cast out, that serpent of old, called the devil and Satan, who deceives

the whole world; he was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast out
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with him.

This passage relates that a war broke out in heaven. What kind of war broke
out in heaven, and when did this specific war break out? In order for us to
get a correct understanding of the issues at hand, it is imperative that we
understand what kind of war broke out in heaven. Was this some militaristic
type of war with extremely advanced weapons which our limited, puny minds

have as of yet not imagined?

The Greek Word For War Is Polemos

A quick study of the original Greek in the above passage reveals that the word
used to represent the war in heaven is the word polemos, from which the
English word ‘polemic’ evolved. The Cambridge Dictionary describes the word
polemic as “a piece of writing or a speech in which a person strongly attacks
or defends a particular opinion, idea or sets of beliefs.”

With this understanding it becomes clear that the passage in Revelation
12 is not referring to a literal war but is figuratively describing an intense
debate of ideas and sets of principles. This polemic occurred between God
and Lucifer, while the angels were at first bystanders who eventually had to
make a choice over which side they would stand.This passionate and powerful
debate occurred in the transcendent realm between God, the protagonist, and
Satan, the antagonist. We are told that eventually Satan and the angels that

chose to side with him did not prevail.

War In Heaven Was Spiritual Warfare

This was not, as mentioned above, by any means a militaristic, literal war but
an intense, passionate, powerful debate. This polemic occurred between God

and His angels, and Satan and his angels. But the devil, Satan, who deceives
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the whole world, would like us to believe that it was a war in which violence
was involved and used by both sides. Not so. God’s methods in the war in
question are quite different from Satan’s methods. We may get a glimpse of
His methods from the following passage in Isaiah 63, in which God’s fury
and anger is manifested through the only and ultimate weapon He had: Jesus
Christ on the cross, the ultimate revelation of God’s law of agape love.

Who is this who comes from Edom, With dyed garments from Bozrah,
This one who is glorious in His apparel, Traveling in the greatness
of His strength? — “I who speak in righteousness, mighty to save.”
Why is Your apparel red, And Your garments like one who treads in the
winepress? “I have trodden the winepress alone, And from the peoples no
one was with Me. For I have trodden them in My anger, And trampled
them in My fury; Their blood is sprinkled upon My garments, And I have
stained all My robes. For the day of vengeance is in My heart, And the

year of My redeemed has come” (Isaiah 63:1-4; emphasis added).

Notice that the above passage is referring to the cross, the winepress of God’s
wrath. It is not a wrath that manifests itself in punishment toward anyone, but
awrath which takes the punishment upon itself, shouldering the consequences
of all our sins. God’s vengeance, a human word, is to speak in righteousness,
to save mightily, to redeem. These are the only weapons at His disposal, for
they only are in harmony with His character.

Satan deceives the whole world into believing that God uses military
power that involves violence in His warfare against evil. Thus it is that the
whole world, and especially those in the world who are under the banner
of religious belief, is using violence in its deceived thinking against those
who are perceived as enemies. The foundational reason for such violence is
based on the belief system that proposes that God condones violence when
circumstances necessitate it. It is Satan who has caused such deception to
abound in people’s concept of God, and it is for that reason that the consequent
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reigning carnage abounds in the world.

Earth’s Inhabitants Adopted Satan’s Law

In one of His parables Jesus said that there were one hundred sheep, but only
one went astray. In the cosmic scale of things, the one sheep that went astray
represents the earth. The rest of the universe, except for one third of the
angels, did not believe or accept Lucifer’s new law. Through Adam and Eve’s
partaking of the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, the earth was
the only planet in the universe to adopt Satan’s law.

Not surprisingly then, we, Adam and Eve’s descendants, have fallen prey
to Satan’s rule of law and use it as the guiding principle in our lives. Every
institution on planet earth is governed by Lucifer’s principle from the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil. From our human perspective, the law of good
and evil represents a workable system of administration. We have accepted his
law as an ethical and moral philosophy for existence. That is precisely what
Lucifer originally advocated when he introduced his system of governance in
the universe. In fact, we have not only accepted Lucifer’s rule of law, but we
have also gone even a step further, in that we also, like Lucifer, believe that
his law is better than God’s.

In one way or another all of us promote and live by the arbitrary reward
and arbitrary punishment concept of life. Even as we look at other people, we
judge and weigh each person in the balance of this system, and from its set
of principles we decide whether to reward or punish them. Jesus warned us
that judging and finding fault in others is in itself a greater sin than the actual

faults we may find in them:

Judge not, that you be not judged. For with what judgment you judge,
you will be judged; and with the measure you use, it will be measured
back to you. And why do you look at the speck in your brother’s eye, but
do not consider the plank in your own eye (Matthew 7:1-3)?
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By using the principle of Lucifer to judge others we judge our own selves and
show that his law is our operating principle. By weighing others on Satan’s
balance of merit and worth, we disregard God’s law of unconditional agape
love and again demonstrate that we are following Satan’s law. The plank in
our eye is our usage of the system of arbitrary reward and punishment found
in the system of good and evil which we use instead of God’s unconditional law
of love. Jesus characterizes this as a grosser flaw, a beam that is much bigger
than the splinter in our brother’s eye.

Our acceptance and promotion of this satanic system of administration also
proves the erudite nature of Satan’s rule of law, because intellectually, like one
third of the angels, we have believed in his principle. His law is so profound
that he has made us believe the unbelievable.

Lucifer Accuses God Of Using The Law Of Good And Evil

It cannot be overemphasized that the genesis of Lucifer’s rule of law in the
universe was in direct opposition to God’s rule of law, which was represented
by the tree of life in the Garden of Eden.

Lucifer had proposed his law to God claiming that it was superior to God’s
own law. As God rejected his proposal to implement his law of good and evil,
Lucifer began to use a different strategy in his opposition to Him. He attributed
to God his own rule of law and caused all to believe that God operated from the
principle represented by the tree of the knowledge of good and evil under which,
if you do good, God supposedly arbitrarily rewards you, and if you do evil, He
arbitrarily punishes you.

To begin with, it is astonishing that we have accepted Satan’s system of
administration on planet earth. But by believing the lie that it was God who
instituted this law, we have truly fallen deep into a pit from which even God
may not be able to rescue us. Judas is a good example of this: no matter how
much grace Jesus Christ showed him, he could not believe and accept that he
was forgiven and consequently took his own life.

As inconceivable as it may seem, it is nevertheless a reality that we now
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believe that Satan’s law of good and evil is God’s law of governance. Satan’s
peddling of an eye for an eye and tooth for a tooth was so masterfully and
convincingly done that intellectually it was easy to accept a God who used
retribution as part of his justice. This has become the accepted belief system
of Satan, a third of the angels, and of all humanity.

The Abundance Of Satan’s Merchandise Contained
Violence

The Star Wars scenario, the fight of good against evil, is the ultimate deception,
and is not at all what took place in heaven. George Lucas’ Luke Skywalker,
the good guy, uses the same violent methods as his nemesis, Darth Vader.
That was not the case in the polemic that took place in heaven. As we read
earlier in Isaiah, violence came into the universe by the abundance of Lucifer’s

merchandise. What was his merchandise?

By the abundance of your trading You became filled with violence
within, And you sinned (Ezekiel 28:16; emphasis added).

Lucifer’s trading was a law which operated on a principle of violence. Through
this law he introduced violence and removed the freedom of choice of God’s
creatures. Violence did not exist in the universe prior to his introducing it.
The war in heaven was a spiritual war over which method of government
was to prevail as the governing law for the universe, and the law Lucifer was
proposing was filled with violence. God found Himself involved in a war that
indeed involves violence, but He Himself uses only unconditional love in His
dealings within that war.God never did, and never will use violence of any
form.
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Satan Used To Present Himself Before The Lord In
Heaven

The book of Job tells us that Satan used to have access in the heavenly sphere
even after sin entered the earth:

Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves
before the Lord, and Satan also came among them. And the Lord said
to Satan, “From where do you come?” So Satan answered the Lord and
said, “From going to and fro on the earth, and from walking back and
forthiin it” (Job 1:6-8).

The sons of God were sinless intelligent beings in the transcendent sphere,
representatives of other worlds. They are not angels, for angels are referred to
as stars in the Scriptures. From this verse we see that they periodically would
attend meetings at which God presided, for they came to present themselves
before the Lord. Satan came to these meetings as the representative of the
earth, a position he usurped from Adam. If the reader recalls, Adam had been
given dominion over the earth, but now we see Satan in command in Adam’s
stead. As the representative of the earth, he and his angels, who roamed the
earthly sphere, also had access to the heavenly domain.

How And When Lucifer Was Cast Down

Satan’s access to heaven came to a halt at a certain time, for in the book of
Revelation we learn that he was cast out from heaven to the earth:

So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and

Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was cast to the earth, and his
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angels were cast out with him (Revelation 12:9).

At this point the reader may ask: ‘Does this text not imply that violence was
used against Satan in order to cast him out of heaven?’ We must look to Jesus
for the answer, because only He is the final word, the final wisdom. In fact He
gives us the wisdom of God Himself:

But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from
God - and righteousness and sanctification and redemption — that, as
it is written, “He who glories, let him glory in the Lord” (1 Corinthians
1:30-31; emphasis added).

Jesus tells us exactly when it was that Lucifer was cast out of heaven and by
what means. The answer is found in John 12:31 as Jesus speaks about the
upcoming event of the cross:

Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be
cast out.

The question we must ask ourselves is, what does Jesus mean by the word
now? We must look at the context surrounding this revelation and find out
what event the word now is tied to, so that we may understand not only when
he was cast out, but also why and how:

“Now My soul is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from
this hour?’ But for this purpose I came to this hour. ‘Father, glorify Your
name.’” Then a voice came from heaven, saying, “I have both glorified it
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and will glorify it again.” Therefore the people who stood by and heard
it said that it had thundered. Others said, “An angel has spoken to Him.”
Jesus answered and said, “This voice did not come because of Me, but
for your sake. Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this
world will be cast out. And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw
all peoples to Myself.” This He said, signifying by what death He would

die (John 12:27-33).

Putting together this passage from John with the previous passage from
Revelation, we may first of all safely affirm that Satan, the ruler of this world,
was cast out from heaven to the earth. He was not cast out from the earth, for
he is still ruling here in this world. A time is coming when he will also be cast
out from the earth, but that time is still in the future.

It was as the representative of this world that the ruler of the earth was cast
out from the heavenly councils at the time referred to as now. It is clear that
the now that Jesus is talking about is the event of the cross, and it coincides
with the casting out of Revelation 12:9. Jesus is pointing to the cross, that
event when and where He would be glorified, and when and where Satan and
God will both be seen for who they really are.

The scenario and issues surrounding Lucifer’s expulsion can then be
summarized like this: prior to the cross Lucifer had been able to convince
a third of the angels that his rule of law was better and more desirable than
God’s. The other two thirds had not joined him in the rebellion and remained
loyal to God. Because Lucifer worked through deception and lies, he created
confusion and uncertainty, and the angels that remained loyal to God did not
yet understand all the issues involved in this war of principles. It could be
said that prior to the cross they had accepted God’s warnings by faith. But
at the cross they finally saw through Satan’s lies and deception with their
own eyes. They understood that God would rather die for His children than
destroy them, and that Lucifer was indeed a murderer who, if possible, would
destroy even the Son of God. They came to see for themselves that Satan’s

accusations that God uses the principle of good and evil were a blatant lie.
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Hence, from here onward they would not move their allegiance from God,
regardless of any further manipulations on Satan’s part. The intelligent beings
in the transcendent sphere sealed their faith in God and in His rule of law
because of the infinite love that was demonstrated on the cross. Also at the
cross, Satan’s iniquitous rule of law was fully exposed for the evil it truly is.

The War In Heaven Ceases

Thus the war in the transcendent sphere was eternally won, settled, and sealed,
and Satan became a defeated foe in that realm. There is a passage in Romans
that says that Satan will be crushed under our feet, and even though that verse
applies to us, we could say that the God of peace did crush Satan under the
heavenly beings’ feet as well (Romans 16:20). They crushed him when they
rejected him. The crushing was done under their feet because it was their
rejection of Satan’s law that crushed him. When the truth shone forth, the
polemic reached an end, all minds made their decision, and Satan was cast
out. As his lies and deceptions could no longer persuade the heavenly beings
to accept his rule of law or false claims about God, he is portrayed as being
cast out. In other words, his attempts to influence them would be forever
unfruitful and his arguments ever rejected.

Satan had no further grounds or reasons to justify his presence in the
transcendent sphere to which he previously had unhindered access. We have
seen that the Book of Job confirms the accessibility he had to the heavenly
sphere prior to the cross event. After the cross, there was nothing more he
could say negatively about God that would be believed, for the truth about his
rule of law was fully exposed. The utter chaos and violence in his rule of law
had been unveiled, and any further appeals to try and justify his system were
in vain.

God’s essence, His character of agape love, His supreme rule of law of the
universe, was fully vindicated in the transcendent sphere by what happened on
the cross, and it was literally impossible for Satan to sway any of the heavenly
beings back into his way of thinking about God after the cross event. They did
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not even want to hear from him anymore, and it was chiefly in this sense he
was cast out of heaven as stated in Revelation chapter twelve. Satan and his
angels were cast out of heaven not by an arbitrary violent act of God but as the

consequence of the light of the truth that had shined from the cross.

The Cross Was The Turning Point In The Polemic

Until the cross event Satan and his angels resolutely believed they still could
try to convince the intelligent beings in the transcendent sphere to see the folly
in God’s law of agape love. Revelation 12:10 also reveals that they unceasingly,
day and night, kept in contact with the heavenly domain until their defeat by
the event of the cross:

Then I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, “Now salvation, and strength,
and the kingdom of our God, and the power of His Christ have come, for
the accuser of our brethren, who accused them before our God day and
night, is cast down (Revelation 12:10, emphasis added).

The words now, the salvation, power, kingdom of our God and authority of His
Christ in the above text all refer to the event that took place on the cross and to
the time period that followed it. Satan and his angels now knew for certain,
given what had transpired on the cross, that there was absolutely no possibility
whatsoever for them to convince their former colleagues to ever turn around
to their point of view. Because of the event on the cross they were completely
defeated and they knew that nothing they could say or do would ever change
the minds of their erstwhile associates. Therefore, in complete defeat they
permanently stopped all form of communication with them. As the principle
of good and evil was unmasked on the cross, and as God’s agape love was also
fully revealed there, Satan and his angels did not prevail, nor was a place found

for them in heaven any longer:
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And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought with the
dragon; and the dragon and his angels fought, but they did not prevail,
norwas a place found for them in heaven any longer. So the great dragon
was cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who deceives
the whole world; he was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast out
with him (Revelation 12:7-9).

Satan...was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast out with him after
the death of Jesus Christ on the cross revealed that God is love (1 John
4:16b).

Thus the death of Jesus Christ was in fact the only weapon, so to speak, that
God used in His war with Satan.
As Satan lost this war and was cast to the earth along with his angels, his

defeat caused the following proclamation of triumph to be made in heaven:

Then I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, “Now salvation [FROM
THE PRINCIPLE OF GOOD AND EVIL], and strength, and the kingdom
of our God [HIS LAW OF AGAPE LOVE], and the power of His Christ
[REVELATION OF THE LOVE OF GOD] have come [TO THE EARTH, ON
THE CROSS], for the accuser [SATAN] of our brethren [HUMANITY], who
accused them before our God day and night [BY THE PRINCIPLE OF GOOD
AND EVIL], has been cast down.” And they overcame him by the blood
of the Lamb [SHED ON THE CROSS] and by the word of their testimony,
and they did not love their lives to the death [RESPONSE TO GOD’S LOVE]
(Revelation 12:10; emphasis added).

Thus the Lord and His perfect law of love have prevailed in the heavenly domain

and we are given a picture of rejoicing among the heavenly beings:
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Therefore rejoice, O heavens, and you who dwell in them (Revelation
12:12)!

The Other Worlds Watched The Cross In Amazement

Allthe other intelligent beings, those who had not accepted Lucifer’s rule of law
in the transcendent sphere, had also remained faithful to God and to His rule of
law even though they too did not fully understand all the issues involved. God
informed them that agape love and arbitrary punishment can never coexist,
that arbitrary punishment, in principle, is anti-God. He had warned them that
arbitrary punishment would be an alien, evil entity, an invasion, an intrusion
in His system of ruling the universe. The un-fallen beings of the universe
trusted God and accepted His explanation without completely comprehending
the depth of the evil resulting from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
God had told them that He would take personally upon Himself whatever
punishment was engendered by evil. They were left in reverent wonderment
as to how God was going to take care of evil and its punishment personally.
They were oblivious as to what God meant by saying that He would take care
of that punishment personally until, in absolute amazement, they watched
the death of Jesus Christ on the cross of Calvary.

Heavenly Beings Unanimously And With Finality Choose
God Over Satan

When Jesus died on Calvary, all of Lucifer’s accusation against God and His rule
of law of agape love were exposed as lies to all of the heavenly intelligent beings
that had remained faithful to God. Now their acceptance of God’s love as a rule
of government for the universe was authenticated. What they observed, in
amazement, on the cross, confirmed their faith in all that God had told them.

It was settled for them that Lucifer’s principle of arbitrary punishment was
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the embodiment of evil.

Satan and his angelic minions no longer bothered to approach the intelligent
beings in the transcendent sphere in the effort to convince them to defect
because they had now chosen God and His rule of law of agape love over him
and his law. God’s character and rule of law remained inviolable and vindicated.
For thesebeings, the event of the cross permanently disproved all the lies Satan
had propagated against God’s character and method of governing. Satan’s
head was crushed throughout the un-fallen populated universe in this respect.
He knew he could not convince them anymore to renounce God’s rule of law
and accept his. They now clearly saw God’s agape love for sinful humanity
being demonstrated by Jesus Christ as He died on the cross.

The Pivotal Importance Of The Cross Of Christ

In Ephesians 3:8-11, Paul tells us that it is by events that transpire on earth
that the heavenly beings are learning the wisdom of God, things that were not

before known:

To me, who am less than the least of all the saints, this grace was given,
that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of
Christ, and to make all see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which
from the beginning of the ages has been hidden in God who created all
things through Jesus Christ; to the intent that now the manifold wisdom
of God might be made known by the church to the principalities and
powers in the heavenly places, according to the eternal purpose which

He accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord (emphasis added).

The death of Jesus Christ on the cross unequivocally confirmed for the
intelligent beings in the transcendent sphere what they had firmly believed
about God by faith. Now the demonstration on the cross was validated not only
by faith but also by sight. They observed God’s agape love as Jesus Christ took
upon Himself the entirety of humanity’s sins and all its fall-out, dying the
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death for every human being. Here was revealed God’s personal experience as
He took all the punishment for all of humanity’s sins, a punishment due to
them from Satan’s law. The character of God and His law of love, which had
been saturated with the malicious lies and accusations of Satan, were cleansed
and restored to their rightful place in the minds of all the intelligent beings in
the transcendent sphere. It was at the cross that Satan and his system were
fully exposed for all of its evil.

The Cross Defeated Satan In Heaven; Now He Is
Concentrating On Planet Earth

The Great War between God and Satan over the minds of all intelligent beings
as to whose rule of law was to prevail in the universe had with certainty been

settled in the transcendent sphere, but that is not yet the case on the earth:

Therefore rejoice, O heavens, and you who dwell in them! Woe to the
inhabitants of the earth and the sea! For the devil has come down to
you, having great wrath, because he knows that he has a short time

(Revelation 12:12; emphasis added).

Satan and his angels did not prevail in the transcendent sphere, and that was
wholly due to the events that had transpired in the earthly domain, and more
specifically, on the cross. Here the visible, the cross, reveals the invisible, that
is, what happened in heaven. But on earth the war is still raging in the minds
of all living beings. Each one of us is still deciding whether God is a God of
violence or not, and this will go on until the sealing takes place, that is, until
we become settled in our minds, one way or another. As this happens, Satan
will realize that his kingdom is coming to an end:
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...Woe to the inhabitants of the earth and the sea! For the devil has come
down to you, having great wrath, because he knows that he has a short
time (emphasis added).

How does Satan know that he has a short time? And why does he have only a
short time? The answer lies in the next words of the above text:

And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of
their testimony, and they did not love their lives to the death (Revelation
12: 11).

Looking into the future, the prophetic word of God predicted that the human
race will also overcome the dragon, who accuses them before God day and
night. As Satan sees that the true character of God is being understood on the
earth, and that humanity realizes that violence is not of God, he will see that
his time is short. As we turn from using violence in our lives and begin living
by unconditional love, our actions will be a sign to him that his time is short.
And as he sees that he is losing this war here on earth, his fury will increase
and we will see more and more violence abounding around us by those who
side with him.

The rule of law, the principle, the method that defeated Satan and his angels
in the heavenly domain will be the same rule of law, the same principle, the
same method that will cause Satan and his angels not to prevail in the earthly
sphere. When God’s law of agape love, as it was revealed on the cross, is
accepted and lived out in our lives, then the verse Christ in you, the hope of glory
will be fulfilled (Colossians 1:277). We will overcome Satan by the blood of the
Lamb. The blood of the Lamb was shed on the cross, revealing a love for the
human race that words cannot describe. We will also overcome by the word of
our testimony. Our response to this love will be shown in that we will not love

our lives to the death (Revelation 12:11).
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The devil was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. They
have come to the earth with great fury and are now the accuser of our brethren,
who accused them before our God day and night. But what do the true followers
of God do, those who know and demonstrate God’s character of righteousness,
those who are accused before our God day and night? They overcome Satan by
the blood of the Lamb, by the unconditional agape love principle that Jesus
demonstrated by His death. They have also ceased to be accusers themselves,
because they now have unconditional love and acceptance as the operating
principle of their lives.

Agape love was the spiritual weapon of war that defeated Satan and his
angels in the transcendent sphere, and that defeat took place when, on the
cross, Jesus said it is finished (John 19:30). Even though Satan was defeated
at the cross, the application of this defeat in the earthly sphere is still to be
completed. But he will be defeated by the same spiritual weapon when we

grasp and live out God’s agape love in our lives.

Satan Lost The War At The Cross By Using The Principle
Of Good And Evil

Satan maximized all his resources under the principle represented by the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil, in order to execute the Son of God. The epitome
of evil was perpetrated and unleashed on the innocent incarnate Son of God
on the cross. Satan believed that once he had achieved his goal of killing the
Son of God, he would be the victor over God in his war. He thought that the
death of Jesus Christ on the cross would uproot and abolish God’s rule of law,
and he would have won the debate with God as to whose system of governance
was superior. But this event unequivocally confirmed and demonstrated the
opposite. Satan was cast out from the transcendent sphere and those who, in
the earthly sphere, will gain victory over Satan’s principles will exclaim:

“Great and marvelous are Your works, Lord God Almighty! Just and true
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are Your ways, O King of the saints! Who shall not fear You, O Lord,
and glorify Your name? For You alone are holy. For all nations shall
come and worship before You, For Your judgments have been manifested
(Revelation 15:3, 4).

The word fear in this context means ‘to be in awe of, i.e. revere’ (Strong’s
Concordance). God was in Christ at the cross, reconciling the world to Himself.
Was it God who inflicted the punishment that Jesus experienced on the cross
for the sins of the world? Do we believe that God mandated that Jesus Christ
must die for the sins of the world in order to deflect His wrath from us, evil,
ungodly humanity? Did Jesus Christ choose to die the death of the cross in
order to appease God’s absolute abhorrence toward ungodly humans?

The apostle Paul states that the opposite is the case: that God was in Christ

on the cross - with Jesus Christ:

...God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their
trespasses to them, and has committed to us the word of reconciliation.
Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading
through us: we implore you on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to God. For
He made 